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EBRUARY 21, 1885-DOUBLE SHEET.

THE STORY OF THE SHAFT.

A Narrative Which Covers Over a Cen-
tury of Time.

HOW CONGRESS RESOLVED TO ERECT A MONT-
MENT, BUT FAILED TO DO SO—THE WOEK
TAKEN UP BY THE MONUMENT SOCIETY AND
FINALLY ASSUMED BY CONGRESS,

The dedleation to-day of the loftiest structure
in the world to the memory of the man wha
occupies the highest pedestal in the American
Pantheon makes a big punetuation mark in
history. The event wiil be memorable, not
only on account of the evidence it gives that
the steady patrictism which inspired the found-
ers of the republic still lives, but also because
it signalizes the completion of an edifice which
will hereafter be included with the Pyramids,

with St. Peter's, and with the leaning tower of |
Plsa. among the architeciural wonders of the |

world. There {s report of only one structure
ever erected by human hands that could stand

by the Washington monument wirhout appear-
Ing belittled, and that was the Tower of Babel.
Today's ceremonles marked the completion of
8 patriotie project conceived over a century
ago.

THE.FIEST RESOLTTION,

On the 7th of August, 1733, the Continental
Congress resolved unanimonsly “that an e ues-
trian statue of Washington be erected at the
place where the residence of Congress shall be
established.” This was the first public step
taken towards erecting a suitable memorial to

Washington, and from it the movement result- |
-

Ing, 102 years later, in the dedieation of the
Washington National Monuinent is dated.
Congress never took any steps 1o carry the reso-
lution of 1753 into efleet until 1553,
860,000 was appropriated for the erection of an
equestrian statue, which was o anpleted by the
late Clark Mills and placed in the cirele at the
intersection of Pennsylvania and New Hump-
shire avenues,

After the death of Washington a joint com-
mittee of both houses of Copere = Wils ;ti-:nn‘.[]h'll
to consider . manner of pasing houor to his
memory. On December 2ith,
resolved “That u masble montument be erected

by the United States at the ¢ity of Washington, |

aud that the family of Gen. Washington Le re-
quested to permit his bady to be deposited
under {t, and that the monument be so designed
as to commemorate the greal events of his mili-
tary and poltical life.”

On the redquest of Congress being formally
communicated to the widow of Washington
she consented that the remeins should be re-
moved from their resting-pluce at Mount Ver-

on in the following touching words: “Taught
¥ the great exampie which [ have so long hiad
before me never to oppose my privite wishes to
the publie will, I necd not, I ennnot say what a
sacrifice of individual feeling I make to asen=»
of public duty.” On the sth of Muay, 1500, the
House of Representutives passed a resolution
that a mausoleum be ereeted to Georze Washe-
ington iu the city of Washington, and on Jan-
gary 1, 1501, the same boudy passed a bill ap-
pPropriating S200,000 for the construction of
this mausclenm. It does not appear that any
action was taken on either the resolution or the
bill by the Senate, which made them, there-
fore, inoperative.

ME. BUCHANAN REVIVES THE PROJECT.

The project then slumbered for a quarter of a
century, until, on the
Mr. Buchanan, afterwards President, otivred in
the House of Representatives, of which he was
&t that time a member, a resointion providing
for the appointment of a eommittee to inguire
in what manner the resolutions of December
24, 1799, couid best be ace mplished, In his
speech advoeuating the adoptivn of the resolu-
tion Mr. Buchanan said: “We made
promisze to the widowed partner of Wa=hington
and to the people of the United States by a
legislative act, that we would erect a monuiment
to Lis memory. That distinguished lady has
long slumbered with him in the grave, and
this pledge has never vet been redeemed.
Although his mortal remains have at
request and by her consent become the property
of the publie, yet they i neglected.
Indeed, [ have been en dibly informed that an
attempt has been made to sical them awayv
from this countrv, which had almost proved
successtul.”  Mr. Cary, of Georgin, opposed the
resolution, urzing that the erection of monu-
ments was a barbarie eustom. After eonsider-
able discussion Mr. Buchanan's resuintion wils,
on motiion of Mr. Gazlayv. a member from Ulziv,
laid on the table by a vote of 97 Lo 67,

MR. CLAY'S EFFORT.

February 13, 1832 a joint commitiee of the
two houses of Congress appointed to make ar-
rangements for celebrating the centennial anni-
versary of Washington's birthday, of which

still

Henry Clay was chairman on the part of the |

Benate, mads a report, concluding with a rec-
ommendation that Conuress adopt the neces-

Bary measures to carry into effeet the resolution |

of rember 241h, 1779, for the removal of the
body of George Was=hington and its interment
in the Capitol at the ciiv of Washinston, and
that the ceremony be performed on the evening
of the 224 instant. Mr. Clay then submitted a
resolution anthorizing the President of the Sen-
ate and the Speaker of the House to make ap-

Heation to John A. Washington, of Mt Vernon, |
or the body of George Washington, to be re- |
moved and deposited in the Capitol at Wash- |

ington city on February 22d, 1532, and the two
houses of Congress attend and assist in the per-
formance of the ceremonies, Mr. Clay said. in
his opinion, the unredeemed pledee of Congress
to dispose of the remains of Wuashinston in a
public manner should be fulfilled,
state that those entrusted with

the center of the rotunda for this express pur-
., not by authority, he be lieved, but upon

eir own suggestion and sense of propriety, |

Mr. Clay, in the course of his remarks, made no
allusion to the monument which Congress had

80 solemnly resoived to build so many yeuars |

revious, and it was generally understood at the
me that the vault in the rotunda had been
&:epared because of the belief that the project
build a monument could not be resuscitated,
Mr. Forsyth opposed the resolution, as, he
claimed, It was contrary to the injunctions of
Washington's will. Dani-l Webster advocated
the resolution. Mr. Tuzewell, of Vlrginia, Op-
posed the resolution on the ground that it such
& precedent were established the Capitol would
8oon be converted into a cemetery, “Onee com-
mence this Romish rite,” he said, “and you-
will canopize as many patriots as there are
sainis in the Romish ealendar. and associate
Washington with any patriot whom party may
blindly elevate.” John Tvler, the other Sena-
tor from Virginia, concurred with Mr. Taze-
well’'s sentiments. Mr. C(Clay, in reply, ex-
pressed the opinion that no man would ever Le
deemed worthy by the people to be placed by
the side of Washingwn; but, said he, should it
please the Almighty to bestow upon the coun-
try the blessiug of another Washington, he

could not, for one, wish that the same htnor |

now pmﬂﬂﬁvd should be withlheld from him
The resolution of Mr. Clay was then adopted by
& vole of 29 to 15, the two Virginia Senators,
Mr. Hayne, of South Carolina: Mr. Marey of New
York: Mr. Smith, of Marviand, and M r. Dallas,
of Pennsyivania, being amone the uegatives,
Before the resclution passed the House o Hep-
resentatives it was meodified, so as toask the
consent of Juo, A. Washington and of Geo, W,
Parke Custls, the grandson of Martha Wash-
Ington, for the removal of her relnagdns, to be
deposited in the Caplitol with lhn-.--i

: : LI her eon-
surt. Mr. Custls gave hLis consent, but Mr.

Yuen |

1799, Congre=s |

15th of Januarv, 1824, |

a solemn |

He would |
: the ereetion of |
the Capitol had already prepared a vault under |

W. W. CORCORAN.
M. E. BELL

THE MONUMENT COMMISSION.

EDWARD CLARK.
BRIG. GEN. JOHN NEWTON.

would afford a fine viewof the monument from
both land and water. There the monument
overlooks Washington,Georgetown, Alexandria,
Ariington and Mount Vernon.

THE CORNER-STONE.

In January, 115, it was decided by the so-
| eiety to postpone the laying of the corner-stone
until July 4th. In the meantime the society
had been presented with the corner-stone by
Mr. Thomas Simonton, a public-spirited citizen
of Baltimore. It was forwarded by rail, free of
charge, and upon its arrival valunteer workmen
from the navy yard and a number of ¢itizens
 Iransported it to the monument site, amid

great enthusinsm,

Un the dth oif July, 1818, the corner-stone of
the monument was laid in the presence of an
immense councourse of people, l'-l";!.‘.l“ll‘.,’. the

| President and Viee President, Senators and
Hepresentatives, cabiy o0 ministers, the judici-
ary, the corporate au dorities of Washington,
Alexandria and Georgetown, and delegations
from all quarters of the Union, and from several
Indian tribes. It had been intended that John
Quiney Adams should be the orator of the oc-
cixion, but in consequence of his death the Hon,
itobert C. Winthrop, Speaker of the House of
Hepresentatives, delivered an address,

The work upon the monunent was prosecuted
tor cizht years, and was stopped for lack of
| Innds when it reached the height of 156 feet.
| The society appealed to people vainly for more
money and memoralized Congress with no
Srealor success,

CONCGRESS AGAIN CONSIDERS THE MATTER,
On the 15th of July, 1854, the House of Rep-
resentatives appointed a select eommittee of
thirieen to eonsider this memaorial, of which
the Hon. Henry May, of Maryland, was chair-
nuin,
Un the 22d of February, 1855, Mr. May made
{areport from the select committee, commend-
ing the work of the society, heurtily concurring
in_ its objects, and bearing testimony to _the
solidity and beauty of the monument as far as
ecompleted. The committee said: “EFach state
and two of the territories of the Unlon have
contributed @ block ofmarble or stone, inseribed
with its arms or some suitable device, and a
great many others have been offered by various
iustitutions and socictics throughout the land:
and several foreicn governments have testifie
| their desire to unite in this great work of hu-
| manity, intended to connaemorate the virtues
of its chief ornament and example. The
boundaries of Christendom do not limit his
Lame, which reaches tothe remotest purts of
the earth, and the most distant and isolated
| nations have testified their veneration towards
| his memory. Switzerland, Rome, Bremen,
| Turkey, Greece, China and Japan have piously
{united to pay their homacge to our Washington.
Such tributes are our highest trophies. The his-
tory of mankind atdords no parallel to this. We
feel bound in this place especially to commend
the zeal and liberality of the Masonie societies,
| the order of Odd Fellows, the various fire com-
panies, and the touching contributions of the
| ehildren of the schools of the country—all regu-
| larly dedieating their affectionate tributes. And
the Cherokee and Chickasaw nations of Indians
also deserve to be honored for their very liberal
donations of money; commemorating also in
| this the eloguent sentiment of the great chief,
'[ Cornplanter. delivered to Washington in 1791;
| ‘The voice of the Seneca nation speaks to you,
i the great councilor. in whose heart the wise men
. -tif all the thirteen Fires have placed their wis-
| dom. ™
The committee commended the design of
building the monument by the voluntary con-
| tributionsof the people of the United States, but
at the same time recommended that a sub-
| seription to aid the work be made by Congress.
The committee, therefore, recommended that
Congress vote 8200000 in behalf of the people
of the United States, which was the sum de-
voted to the monumeat ordered by the resolu-
| tions of 1799, and voted by the House of Repre-
| sentatives on the 1st of January, 1801, he

{ comnmirttee sald: “In making this recommenda-
[ tion we expressly disclaim engaging for any
| furtner aid by Congress to the work, on the dis-
[ tinet grounds that while it is proper Congress
should mauke aliberal subseription toward fit,
Yetitis both the right and duty of the people
| of the United States to complete it.”

POLITICAL TROUBLES, d
At the time the report of the committee was
made there was a very favorable feeling in
| Congress on the subjeet, and had it not been for
| eertain untoward circumstances the appropria-
| tion recommended would in all probability
| have been granted. The know-nothing agita-
| tion was at its height. Persons supposed to be

| connected with the know-nothing rty de-

faced and removed the stone contributed for
| the monument by the pope of Rome. It was
| proclaimed that the monument to Washington
| =hould be built by Americans alone, and no aid
or coniributions from outside sources should be
countenanced or received. The managers of
l the society, on the very day that the report was
| bresented to the House of Representatives,
| were unexpectedly superseded in their places

. | by an unlawful eléetion, and the management

| of the afludrs of the society was assumed by
| the agents of a political party. This puta

summary stop to the atiempt to induce Con-
gress to make any eppropriation. The war,
which followed soon after, offered further dis-
couragements to the soclety,

ANOTHER EFFORT IN CONGRESS,

No further proceedings were taken in Congress
until January 22, 1872, when Mr. Chipman,
then a delegate in the House of Representatives

“’ushluzrun felt constraimed to deeline on ac- s the District of Columbia, introduced a bill

count qfthe construction which he placed upon
(zgn. “a.shingu»n's will. This deecision of Mr.
Washington's was regarded as flual, and it was
a!!t'\:pt& l.'_\ “'Jllgl'"*-h.n.‘.-'l is_\‘ the I""II'I"“! the
United States that the bones A Washington
Wwere o rest undisturbed for all time at his an-
cestral home.

THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT So-

CIETY.

Congress having taken no steps to give effect
0 its own purpose as expressed in the resolution
of 1799, patriotic ¢citizens of Washington in 1833
formed the Washington National Monume

nt
soclety for the purpose of erecting “a great

na-

tional monument to the me mory of Washing- |

ton at the seat of the federal government.” The
association determined to appeal to the people

of the whole country to redeem the plighted

falth of their representatives, and undertook to |

erect the proposed monument by me
vate contributions. Ip 1s47 i
collected a sutficient
mencement of the work., In the meantime :wi-
vertisements had been published inviting de-
for the monument from American artists,

but placing no limitations upon the designs, It
that they should

; @wns of pri-
the society had

was recommended, however,

“harmonlously blend d urability simplicity and

deur.” The cost was estimated at not less

an $1,000000. A great mauy designs were

lubmilttd! but the one selected was that of

Robert Mills, the architect of the Iuterior de-
partment.

On January 31, 1848, Congress passed a reso-
Iution authorizing the Wa<hinzton Monument
soclety to erect “a monuwmnent 1o the merns Ty of
George Washington, upon sueh portion ot the
public groands or reservations within the eity
of Washingt n not othierwise !)(:l_']lp.t‘tl as 3._'.]“.[],
be selected by the President of the United
States and the board of managers of said society
&S a sultable site on which to erect said monu-
ment, and for the necessury protection thereof.,”

THE SITE SELECTED

was publie reservation No. 3, containing more
than 30 acres, Subsequently, by deed or dona-
tion recorded February 22, 1549, Jumes K.
Polk, President of the United States, conveyed,
in pursuance of authority of the act of Congress,
the aforesald reservation No. 3 to the Wasning-
ton National Monument society.

Criticisms have from time to time been made |

wpon the locality chosen, but those who made

e selection =¢em to have been actuated by
various excellent motives. It was the site
c¢hosen by Washington himself for the monu-
ment proposed in 1795 to be erected in memory
of the American revolution, as well as tie spot
selected by Major L’Enfant, when he laid onut

the city, for a monument to the memory of |
Washington, which was proposed several vears |

earlier. Upon the map of the propcsed eity this
spol was =0 designated by L Enfunt, and the
map was approved by Washington and sabmit-
to Congress. [t would appear,therefore, that
in making the selection the society were toa cer-
tain extent carrving out the personal wishes of
the memorialized Pres<ident in the matter.
‘!’hewrs were other reasons, however, which af-
fec the selection. In 1804, during Jeflerson's
sdministration, the first Washington meridian
was run, which
front door of the White House., This meridian
was intersected at r:rghr. angles at almost the
exact spot selected fur the site by a line due
west from the Capitol. Probably the center of
the old Dlhtrllf:ot which was u;ltlll ml!esB“uare.
wWas nearly, exactly, on t Spot. ide
the location chosen was the one vhlot

fund to warrant a come- |

ssed_direetly through the |

appropriating $200,000 toward the completion
of the monument. The bill was referred to the
committee on the Distriet of Columbia. On the
» 19th of April the committee made an elaborate

report, heartily approving of the object of the
billbut tuking the position that it did not come
within their juri-diction, and recommending
| that it be referred to the ecommittee on appro-
| priations. The reference was made and the bill
| was never more heard of. But, not to be dis-

couraged, Mr. Chipman made another effort at
| the next sessjon of Congress. On the 27th of

Junuary,1573,0n his motion,the House ordered
| 4 select committee of thirteen to eonsider the
| practicabllity of ecompleting the Washington
| monument by the appre aching centennial (July

4, 1576}, and ordered that the 22d of February
ensuing be especially assigned for the consider-
| ation of the report of the committee. On the
22d of February Mr. Chipman promptly pre.
sented the report of his committee, going over
all the rfaets, which ®0 many times before had
been brought to the attention of Congress, and
concluding with a recommendation to appropri-
| ate 3200000, Over and over during that day's

session, the birthday of Washington, did Mr,
Chipman and other members of the committee
uize tiwe House to stand by its order and con-
sider the report of the committee, But the ses-
sion of Congress was drawing to a close, and
members had too many private schemes to look
after to devote any time to the memory of
George Washington. The river and harbor bill,
that measure so dear to the heart of the average
| member, was before the House. The report of
| the commiltee was antagonized with the river
| and harbor bill, when Mr. S, S, Cox said : “Itis

George Washington ainst a job. 1 should
| like 1o have the vote taken in that way.”

The record shows that the job won. The re-
| port on the monument went over, and Congress
| adjourned on the 4th of March without giving
| It further consideration. May 1st, 1874, the
committee again reported in favor of an appro-
priztion suflicient for the purpose, but again the
matter was not finally acted upon.

CENTENNIAL PATRIOTISM,

On February 9, 1876, Mr. Edmunds intro-
duced in the Senate a resolution directing the
committee on publie buildings and grounds to

inguire into the propriety of making adequate
'i provision for the speedy completion of the mon-

ument. The resolution was passed, and the
| committee had several conferences with the
| oflicers of the soclety, but thc{ were unable to
| colne to any satisfactory conclusion on account

of various differences of opinion, .

The patriotic inspiration of the centennial

| Year was felt in the House as well as in the Sen-
ale,

| =everal bllls were introdaced In the House

| providing for the completion of the monu-
ment, but no action was taken on any of them,
Thedthdayof July,1876,witnessed umuuallsem-
tensive celebrations of that annlvemrﬁ, and an
auspicious occasion was presented to bring up
the subject of the monument. On July 5th Mr,
Shermaun presented in the Senate the following
resolutions:
“Whereas 1t has gleased Almllhlt:{ God to
guide the United States of Amerlea safe
' through one hundred years of national life,
| 0 crown our nation with the hest bl
of civil and religious liberty; therefore, the
| Senate and House of Representatives in Cone
| gress assembled, in the name of the of
| the United States, in reverent ’/e-
knowledge the fountain and sourece, the au
| and dsiver of all these bll%mna. n&:%ﬁﬂr de-
pendence upon His providence au ; and
l whereas we as our fathers did, that

George Washington, ‘first in peace, first in war,
and first in the hearts of his countrymen,’ was
one of the chief instruments of Divine Provi-
denee in securing Amervician independence, and
in laying broad and deep the foundations of our
liberties in the Constitotion of the United States;
therefore, as a mark of our sense¢ of the honor
due to his name and to his compatrints and as-
sociates, our revolutionary fathers, we, the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives, in Con-
gressassembled, in the name of llu-pea.?:m ofthe
United States, at this, the beginning of the sec-
ond century of national existence, do assume
and direet the completion of the Washington
monument, in the city of Washington, and in-
sirnet the comumittees on appropriation of the

rrs]‘eu_-ti\'e houses  to propose  suitable pro-
visions of law to carry this *resolution into
effect.”’

The resolution passed the Senate unanlimous-
Iy, and on the following day the House of Rep-
resentatives also passed it unanimonsly,

Two days afterwards Mr, Sherman introduced
a bill making an appropriation of S100,000 to
continue the work. ‘he Dbill was pushed
through both houses with as little delay as pos-
sible. the appropriation having Leen increased
10 8200,000, and on the 2d of Augzust, 1876, it
r:‘l("_-i\'vd the signature of the President aud was
a w,

The design of Congress was that the monn-
ment should be completed by October, 1881,the
centennial anniversary ofthe surrender ot Corn-
wallis at Yorktown, and the crowning achieve-
ment of Washington in war,

THE MONUMENT COMMISSION.,

The eonstruction of the monument was placed
under the direction and supervision of nn ex-
officio eommission, to consist of the President of
the United States, the supervising architect of
the Treasury department, the architect of the
Capitol, the chief of engineersof the United
States army, and the first vice president of the
Washiraton National Monument society.

The gentlemen who have served on the monu-
ment commission sinee this law was passed are
Presidents Ulysses S, Grant, R, B. Haves, Jus. A,
Garfield and Chester A. Arthur; Chiefs of Corps
of Engineers, U. 8, AL, Brizadier Gens, A. A,
Humphreys, Horatio Wright and John Newton;
Architect of the Capitol Edward Clark, Archi-
teets of the Treasury James G. Hill, John Fraser
acting, and M. E. Bell: and first vice presi-
dent of the Washington National Monument so-

ciety, Mr. W. W. Corcorun. The pres-
ent members of the commission, besides
President  Arthur, are Gen., John New-

ton, Messrs. Edward Clark, M. E. Bell and W,
W. Corcoran, The law creating the commission
required that all the property and rights of the
Monument socicty shouid be conveyed to the
United States, and provided that prior to re-
sumning the work on the monument an exami-
pation should be made to ascertain whether the
foundation wus sufficient to sustain the weight
of the completed structure,

A board of engineer officers reported that the
foundation was insuflicient, and it would be
inadvisible to proceed with the work of eon-
struction until it was properly strengthened,
The report of the commission, with the facts in
the case, were transmitted to Congress with the
annual message of the I' esident, on December
3, 187K, Congress then . onferred the necessary
authority for the expenditure of a portion of
the appropriation of $200,000 in strengthening
the foundation. Two seasons were spent by
Col. Thomas Lincoln Casey, the engineer officer
detailed to take charge of the work. The snows
and suns of twenty-tfive winters and summeérs
had made havoe with the comparatively un-
protected masonry in the top portion of the
shaft, and it was found necessary to take down
three courses, which reduced the height of the
structure to one hundred and fifty feet above
the level of the floor.

THE WORK RESUMED,

The work of carrying skyward the structure,
which had stood for many years as u reproach
to the patriotism of the nation, was resumed on
the 7th of August, 1880, when the first stone
was laid. The capstone was placed in position
December 6th,1854. The cost of the work up

to the present time bhas been $1,1587,710.31, of
which amount the United States expended
$557,710.31, and the Monument society about
$300,000,

@
ROBERT MILLS, THE ARCHITECT.

"The Man Who Made the Original Design
of the Monument.

Robert Mills, the architect, who made the
original design of the Washington monument,
superintended its constructioa until his death
in 18553, having then carried the structure up
to the heizht of 150 feet. He was for many
years a well-known figure here, occupying a
high soclal position and being engaged In many
projects and enterprises for the public good.

He was born in the city of Charleston, South
Carolina, August 12th, 1781. He studied his
profession as engineer and architect under the
late Benjamin F. Latrobe, sr. Early in life he
made the aecquaintance of Thomas Jefferson,
who greatly encouraged him in his studies, en-
tertained him at Monticello, and gave him ac-
cess to his library. Hemarried Eliza B, Smith,
of Hackwood Park, Va., in October, 1808, and
subsequently resided for many yearsin Phila-
delphia, where he designed many bulldings,
both in Philadelphia and other cities, Among
the notable structures which bear his name an
which he designed while engaged in professional
gl’uctice. are the Washington monument in
altimore, the Monumental church in Rich-
mond, the Circular Baptist church in Baltimore
and the Suspension bri@g‘e over the Schuylkill
at Philadelphia. In 1824 he returned to his
native state to fill the office of superintendent
of public buildings. While there he designed
many public and private bulldings, prepared a
*statistics and atias” of the state of Soath Car-
olina, and performed many other duties per-
taining to his profession. In 1830 he returned
to Washington and was a polnted by President
Jackson U. S, architect. hile he held this po-
sition all new public bulldings ordered by Con-
ress were designed by him. The Treasury
guild!ng. the General Post Office building and
other bu!ldlnﬁs here bear testimony to his
taste and skill as an architect. His life in
Washington wasa particular busy one, He
was engaged eoustantly in devising or execut-
ing projects of considerable magnitude. He
wroté many articles on the introduction of
water into the city. He devoted himself also
to advocating the construction of a single track
rallroad to the Pacific. A model of his proposed
rallroad is still in existence. Inthose days
many of his schemes, which have since been
proved feasible and have been carried into
effect by others, were considered visionary,
Among other projects he proposed, was the
construction orafubuc stone bri across the
Potomac here, at a cost ofa million dollars,
This ?lun. it is said, met with the favor of Pres-
ident Jac but did not receive the sanction
of Congress. e expenditure a Pelredmt..
but it was u in its favor. that it would be a
means of saving in the end. The Wash
National monument was one of his last d
After his plan had been accepted and when the
Monument soclety was ready to begin the

Mr. Mills’ services were mm&neguth: ﬂ'@
$500 per mP i2 superinten
operations, r. Mills died March 1850,

is daughter, . Evans, and pe
daughter are now Iving on m'g n
in city. In changing
of the thonument the pantheon
designed by Mr. Mills, has been
This part of the dedﬁ;llrl.zvm sald, was
what distinguished re
from other monuments. the time the
was first made public, she n{:nlt WwWas
admired, the vastness ogr g:p and 1mm
monious proportions structure e
the highest praise, It was said that Mr,
had inspired for the work,

*

EVOLUTION OF THE MONUMENT. |

The Shaft and Pantheon as Orizinally
Planned by Robert Mills.

AN ELABORATE DESIGN GRADUALLY STRIPPED
OF ORNAMENT—THE PROPER PROPORTIONS OF
OBELISKS—SUGGESTIONS MADE FROM TIME TO
TIME CONCERNING THE DESIGN—(COL. CASEY'S
BECOMMENDATIONS.

The Washington monument, as it now stands
completed, is quite different from the structure
which Robert Mills had in mind when he made
the original design. After the first plan was
drawn and accepted by the monument society
various changes were made, dictated insome in-
stances by the condition of the treasury of the
soclety and inothers by a change in the views of
the society regarding the architectural charac-
ter which the monument should have. Robert
Mills, howeven, never abandoned the general
features of his originel plan, though Le was
compelled, on account of lack
down the proposed height of the shaft, reduce
the scale of the pantheon and eliminate much

of the detail.
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THOE ORIGINAL DESIGN,
The original design, the estimated eost of

which was $1,122,000, as describetd in an old |

official paper presented by Mrs. Evans, the
doughter of Robert Mills, now living in this
city, was as to!lows:

This design exabraces the idea of a grand eir-
cular colonnaded building, 250 feet in diameter
and 100 feet. high, from which springs an
obelisk shait 70 teet at the base and 500 fcet
high, making a total elevation or 600 fect.,

This vast rotunda, forming the grand bhase of
the monument, is surrounded by 30 colunins of
massive proportions, being 12 feet in disuneter
and 45 1eet E;i,:h, elevated upon a lofty buse or
stylobate of 20 feet elevation and B00 feet
Square, surmounted by an entublature 20 icet
high, and crowned by a massive bulustrade 15
feet fn heizht,

The terrace outside of the ecolonnade is 25 feet
wide, and the pronaos or walk within the colon-
nade, including the columu space, 25 teet, The
walks inclosing the cella, or gallery within, are
fretted with 30 massive antwe (pllasters) 10 foet
wide, 45 feet hizh, and 71, feet projection,
answeriug to the columuns in front, surmounted
by their appropriate arvchitrave, The deep

of funds, to cut |

1'

'nnﬂ! it came to a standstill in 1856 on account
of a lack of funds,

RECENT DISCUSSION OF THE DESIGN.
When a few yvears ago it appeared probable
that Congress would complete the work the de-

gign became again a matter of discussion. Many
Frdpmltions were made for utilizing so much of
he shaft as had been erected in & design differ-
ent from that originally adopted. One was that
it should be made a pedestal for a colossal statue
of George Washington, and another that the
Bartholdi statue of Liberty, intended for New
York harbor, should be elevated upon this
stump of & shaft; another suggestion was that
the incompleted shaft be used in construetin

a grand trinumphal arch, When Congress a

last made provision for resuming the work, in

directed to_ the foundation, and that was
strengthened sufficiently to ‘bear the weight
which it was expected would be put upon it.
The design first proposed by the commission
was to carry the monument to a height of 525
feet. It was decided to comstruct the shaft of
masonry to the height of 500 feet, and tocrown
the shaft with a pyramidal roof of iron 25 feet
in height. This roof, it was thought, could be
covered with hammered glass over some por-
tions, to give light to the well of the monument,
Subseqguently the proper proportionsof the shaft

were the subject of considerable correspondence. |
A plan was also proposed by Larkin G. Mead,

the sculptor, to affix to the four sides of the
shuft, near the base, immense bronze panels

representing the great epoch-marking scenes in |

Washingion's life,
observe
suggested a change of the height to 3550 feet,
}he pyramidon on top to have a height of 50
ect.

A study of the proportions

THE MODERN IDEA.

The Washington Monument soclety, in a me-
morial to Congress, dated April 26th, 1880, dis-
cussed the design of the monument in the fol-
lowing words:

“The undersigned are not unmindful that
strong effurts have been made of late to throw
discredit on the design of the mouument, and
that varions pians have been presented for
chunging the character of the strueture.
has the association, which the undersigned
have the honor to represent, ever been unwill-

ing that such modifications of the design should |

be made as should be tound necessary for the
absolute security of the work. With this view,
they gave formal expression a year ago to their
acquiescence in the general plans of the accom-

lished American artist, Mr. Story, who had

(indly given his attention to the subject; but
now that ihe strengthening of the foundation
hats Leen suceessfuily and triumphantly accom-
plished by a signal application of skill and
science, they cannot foiLear from making a re-
speciiul but urgent appeal to Congress o give
their final sanction to the prosecution and coms
pletion of the work without more delay, accord-
itig 10 the plans recominended by the commis-
sioners appointed by Congress, with the Presi-
dent of the United States at thelr head, and by
the enginecr under their direction, Any other
cotrse, they are convinced, would be likely to
Posipune the completion ot the monument for
andcilier reneration, to involve the whoie sub-
Jeet in continued perplexities, and to necessi-
tate vastly lurger appropriationsin theend than
have now Leen asked tor, *

The mein element of the original designof
this monument was an obelisk. The pantheon
proposed for encircliiz its base was long ago
abandoned, Toe sinmple obelisk is all thatls

| eoniemplated.

|

|

It has Leen objeeted in some quarters that the
ancient obelisks were all monoliths—massive
single stones, eut whole from the quarry; but
our country has been proud to give examples

| o both poiitical and material structures which

owe their strength to union; and this monu-
ment to Wa-hington will not be the less signifi-
cant or stately from embodying the idea of our
nutional motio, & plurtbus unuwm,’

When the well-known monument on Bunker
hill wasoriginally projected, more than half a
cenlury ago. an obelisk of this composite char-
acter, constructed of separate blocks of hewn

| granite, was agreed upon by the most distin-

recesses formed by the projection of the antss.

provide suitable niches 1or the reception of
statues,

A tetrdstyle portico (4 columns in front) in
triple rows of the same proportions and order

with the columns of the colonnade, distin-

guishes the entrance to the monument, and
serves as a pedestal for the triunphal car and
statue of the illustrious chief; the steps of this
portico are flanked by massive blockings, sur-
mounted by appropriate tizures and trophies,

Over each column is the great trieze ol the en-
tablatures around the entire building are sculp-
tured escutcheons (coats ofarms of each state in
the Union, surrounded by brouze eivie wreaths,
banded together by festoons of vak leaves, &c.,
all of which spring, each way, from the center
of the portico. where the coat of arms of the
United States are emblazoned,

The statues surrounding the rotunda outside.
under the colounade, ure all elevated upon
pedestals, and will be those of the glorious
signers of the Declaration of Independence,

Ascending the portico outside to the terrace
level, a lofty vomitoria (door way) 30 feet high
leads Into the'cella (rotunda gallery ) 50 feet wide,
500 feet in eircumference, and 60 feet high,with
a collossal piilar in the center 70 feet in diame-
ter, around which the gallery sweeps.
pllfur forms the
column above,

Both sides of the gallery are divided into
spaces by pilasters, elevated on a continned
zocle or base 5 feet high, forming an order with
its entablature, 40 fect high, erowned by a
vaulted ceiling 20 feet high, divided by radiuat-
ing archevaults, corresponding with the rela-
tive positions of the opposing pilasters, and en-
closing deep sunken coflers enriched with
paintings,

The spaces between the pllastersare sunk into
niches for the reception of the statucs of the
fathers of the Revolution, contemporuary with
the immortal Washington: over which are layve
tablets toreceive the national paintings comue-
morutive of the battle and other scenes of that
riemorable period. Opposite to the entrance of
this gallery, at the ¢xtremity of the great cireu-
lar wall, is the grand niche for the reception of
the statue of the “Fa ther of his Country ' '—ale-
vated on its apprul)riau,e pedestal, and desie-
nated as principal In the group by its eolossul
proportions,

This spacious gallery and rotunda, which pro-
perly may be denominated the “National Pan-
theon,” is lighted in four grand divisions from
above, and by its cireular form, presents each
subject decorating its walls in an interesting
point of view, and with proper efleet, as the cu-
riosity is Kkept up every moment, from the
whole room not being presented to the eve at
one glance, as in the case of a straight gallery.

Entering the center pier throuch an arched
way, you pass into a spacious cireular area,and
ascend with an easy grade, by a railwa v, to the
grand terrace, 75 feetabove the base of the mon-
ument. This terrace is 700 feet in cireumfer-
ence, 180 wide, enclosed by a eolonnaded balus-
trade, 15 feet feet high with its base and capping,
The circuit of this grand terrace is studded wit
small temple-formed structures, constitoting
the cupolas of the lanterns, lighting the Pan-
theon gallery below, by means of these little
temples, from a gallery within, a bird’s eye
view is had of the statues, &e., below.

Through the base of the great circle of the
balustrade are four apertures at the four cardi-
nal points, leading outside of the balustrade,
upon the top of the main cornice, where a gul-
lery six feet wide and 750 feet in circumference
encircles the whole, enclosed by an ornamental
guard, forming the crowning member on the
top of the tholus of the main cornice of the
grand colonnade. Within the thickness of this
wall staircases descend to a lower gallery over
the plafond of the pronaos of the colonnade
liﬁhted from above. Thisgallery,which extends
all round the colonnade, is twenty feet wide—
divided into rooms for the records of the monu-
ment, works of art, or studios for artists en-
gagcd’ In the service of the monument. Twoother
E’;iys communicate with this gallery from

elow, >

In the center of the grand terrace above de-
scribed, rises the lofty obelisk shaft of the mon-
ument, ﬂﬂif feet square at the base and 500
feet high, diminishing as it rises to its apex,
where it is forty feet square; at the foot of this
shaft and on each face project four massive
zocles twenty-five feet high,supporting so many
colossal symbolie tripods of vietory twenty
feet high, surmounted by fascial columns with
their symbols of authority. These zocle faces
are embellished with inseriptions, which are
continued around the entire base of the shaft
and occupy the surface of that part of the shaft
between the tripods. On each face of the shaft
above this is sculptured the four leading events
in Gen. Washington's eventful career, in basso
relievo, and above this the shaft is perfectly
plain to within fifty feet of its summit, where a
simple star is placed, emblematie of the glory
which the name of Washington has attained.

To ascend to the summit of the column the
same fucllities as below are provided within
the shaft by an easy graded gallery, which may
be traversed by a miF\;ay, terminating in a cir-
cular observatory twenty feet in diamater,
around which at the top is a look-out gallery,
which opens a prospect all areund the horizon,

With reference to the area embraced by the
foundations and basement of the monument
and the uses to which they may be applied, the
underspace outwards, occupied by the lower
terrace and colonnade, ma appropriated to
the accommodation of the eepers of the mon-
ument, or those having charge of it and attend-

on visitors,
hese apartments, which are arched, are well
lighted anad aired, as they are all above groun

This
foundation of the obelisk

the light being disposed In the sunk panels o
the stylobate 1{;b«.uo.) The principal entrance to
all these apartments will be from the or

opposite side of the

rtico entrance, he
fnners , Or that un

r the grand gallery or
rotundo, may be appropriated to catacombs for
the reception of e remains of such distin-
gxlshed men as the nation may honor with in-
rment here. This subterranean gallery is so
large and long.‘ that it would accommodate
catacom

In the center of the monument is Blaced the
tomb of Washington to receive his remains
Which 18 by & Drocd HicalDefhoue escent o
W a f o
the same light which mgt‘inlnas hir. m:fue.
MODIFYING THE PLAN.

This elaborate plan was modified consider-
ably before the corner-stone
the society had secured funds enough to war-
rant them, a8 the members though
ning the work objections were made to the de-
sign adopted. In March, 1848, the matter of
chnmm design was referred to Mr. Mills
and Mr, Renwick, who were requested to rem
u the expediency of various elevations

to five hundred feet. In ABB‘(I)M re-

mrhd in favor of an elevation of feet, but

@ soclety decided on 500 feet “without g
which meant the ad 500-foot
clear, leaving the ter of the surrounding
terrace undetermined. The shaft was com-

menced 55 feet square at the base of
70, a8 inally contem According to
‘._h_-._‘ f 2

was lald. After

guished artists and architects of that day, The
late eminent sculptor, Horatio Greenough, fur-
nishned the design, and it was approved by
Gilbert Stuart, Washington Allston, and Loam-
mi Baldwin., Dauiel Webster, Joseph Story,
and Edward Everett united at the time ‘n pro-
nouncing it the most eflective design for . mon-
ument of that momentous battie, It was fin-
i=hed accordingly, and has stood, and still
stands, proudiy on that l?!.ill‘:‘-('L‘I'}l{l‘(i spot; and
few persons, if any, are found at this day to
wish that it had assumed any otherform. And
this monument to Washington when completed
according to the present plaus, of mueh more
than twice the heigcht of the Bunker hill ole-
lisk, and of pure white marble, will silence all
criticism and cavil.

Doubitless, something more original and more
ornate miicht have been conceived at the out-
set, or mtight now be designed; but there are
abundant rields for the exhibition of advanced
art in other parts of the country, if not here.
This monument and its design will date back
to the time of its ineeption, and will make no
pretensions te illustrate the arts of 18850, It
wus not undertaken to illustrate the fine arts
of any period, but to commemorate the fre-
most man of all the ages, Indeed, it will date
back in its form and its proportions to a remote
autiguity. Itis a most interesting fact com-
muunicated to us in the letters hereto appended,
of our accomplished American ininister at

tome, the Hon. George I’. Marsh, as the result
of his own rescarches, that the proportions of
this monument as now designed, are precisely
those of all the best known ancient obelisks.
The height of those monuments is aseertalned
by him to have been uniformly and almost pre-
cisely ten times the dimension of the base, and
this proportion has now been decided on for our
own monument to Washingion, the measuse-
ment of the base being fifty-five feet, and the
projected elevation five hundred and firty feet.

But without dwelling further on the subjeet of
the design, it seems to the undersigned suf-
ficient respectiully to suggest that the question
before Congress at this moment is, not whether
the original plans might not have bgen im-
proved to advantage, but whether this long-
delayed work shall be finished within any rea-
sonable period and at any estimable cost, or be
lett still longer as a subject for competition
among desizners and contractors—an eye-sore
at the capital, a vexation to Congless and a re-
proach to the country. By the adoption ot the
recommendations of the commissioners and the
engineer the work may be completed within
the next four years. The machinery for the
elevation of the stones has been most inge-
niously contrived, and is now almost in readi-
ness for action; and by the appropriation at
once of the sum now asked for, the marble for
the whole structure may be contracted for and
secured from a single quarry, and the danger
avoided of having marble of different shades
and qualities, which might seriously impair the
effect of the obelisk. The monument would thus
be completed with an assurance of that har-
mony of color which is essential to its beauty.

The undersigned have a deep feeling that the
time has arrived for finishing. this great work
according to the general design of those by whom
it was undertaken, and they have the fullest
contidence that such a course will commend it-
seif to the approbation of the whole country.
While the structure would make no appeal toa
close and critical inspection as a mere work of
art, it would give acrowing finish to the grand
public buildings of the capital, would add &
unique feuture to the surrounding landscape,
and would attract the admiring gaze of the
most distant observers in the wide range over
which it would be visible, It would be eminent-
Iy a monument for the appreciation of the
many, if notof the few, and would thus verify
the designation, originally given to it, of *The
People’'s Monument to their most iliustrlous
Benetfactor,’

A simple, sublime shaft, on a commanding
bank of the Potomac and within view of Mount
Vernon. resting on the very spot selected by
Washington himself for a meonument of the
American revolution, and rising nearer to the
skies than any known monumenton earth, will
be no unworthy,memorial, or inappropriate em-
blem, of his own exaited character and pre-emi-
nent services. It will certainly need no elabo-
rate sculpture orornamentation to impress upon
all who shall behold it, from generation to gen-
eration, a becoming sense of the grundeur ofrhis
career and of the und{]inﬁ\'eueralluu and grati-
tude of the people of the United States.”

MINISTER MARSH ON THE SUBJECT OF OBE-
LISKS.

Accompanying this memorial were two
letters from Hon. George P. Marsh, our minister
to Rome, toSenator Edmunds. In the first,
dated February 9, 1879, Mr. Marsh said:

“By a letter from the sculptor Mead to Mrs.
Marsh, I understand that the main feature of

the Washington monument is to be an obelisk
of great heigiit, surmounted by a colossal
statue, and with bas-reliefs at a suitable
height from the base. I believe I have not only
seen but sketched every existing genuine—that
I8, Egyptian—obelisk, for no other can fairly be
8aid to be genuine. The obelisk is not an arbi-
trary structure which every one is free to
erect with such form and proportions as suit
his taste and convenience, butits objects, form
and proé)ortions were fixed by the usage of
thousands of years; they satisfy every cultiva-
ted eye, and I hold it an esthetical crime 1o
depart from them. In its object the obelisk is
monumental, 1ts inscriptions having reference
to and indicating what or whom it commemo-
rates. I do not think bas-reliefs too great a
departure from the primitive character of the
inscriptions, because we can come no nearer an
alphabet answering the purpose.
he most lmg?rt.am point is the form and
o DUTIEE O ChOlED S o, fhe
modern erof o .
The Egyptian obelisks do not, indeed, all con-
form with mathematical exactness to their
own normal proportions, but (probably from

defects in the stone) frequently v. somewhat
from them. When tmi fashion however,
they are more pleasing to the eye than when
deviating from the ar shape. The

obelisk consists: .of & naked shaft,
with or wit«out inseription, the height ef which
is ten times the width of its base, so that if the
base of the shaft is uare then the

in the n Monument, it being too
late,) the faces of the shaft are slightly convex.
The dimensions of the shaft are uced as it

v from to of the
Il;glrmg:murement of the huo.w ence, if the
ean of the pedestal

by the ancients in rearing obelisks |

Nor | ’
! think that, not mercly on the ground of pre-
| cedent but on that of taste, it would be by ail

of the base of the shaft, and therefore greater
than the side of its own base.

There are cases where the hlﬂmz!:‘phim run
up one or more faces of the pyramidion, but in
ceneral these faces are perfectly  pilain,

he Lgyvptians often covered the whole pyra-
midion with a closely fitted gilt bronze cap, the
effect of which must have been magnificent.
has been said that it was sometimes surmount-
ed by a gilt star, but I doubt this, for the casin

¥

It |

|

of the pyramidion would of itself have much |

the same eflect,

The notion of ssitﬁng a statue on the sharp |

Puim ola E}'raml
ess 80 is t

for an acute prramidion, or the making of a
window in the face of the pyramidion o1 of the

| shaft, both of which atrocitics were'committed
1876, the attention of the engineers was first |

in the Bunker Hill Monument. There will no

doubt be people who will be foolish enough

jon is supremely absurd, Not |
e substitution of a low hipped roof |

|

|

to The Story Told by the Records of the

insist on & peep-hole somewhere: and if they |

must be gratgied the window should be of the
exact form 1d size of one of the stones, and
provided with a close-fitting shutter eolored ex-
actly like the stone, so that when shut it wounld
be nearly or gquite imperceptible from bolow,
The sm‘ondﬁ

“l am much obliged to you for yours of April 8,
with Gen. Casey's jetter and the two Congres-
sional documents. I am agreeably surprised 1o

|

etter, dated April 25, 1879, said: |

learn from Gen. Casey's interesting letter that |

the normal proportions have been so nearly ob-
served hitherto in the construction of the obe-
lisk. Infact, it being diflicult to obtain <uch
vast masses of granite rock, even In the guar-
ries of Syene, eutirely free from flaws, the
Egyptians were very often obliged to depart

tory to the eye, and the Washington obelisk
conforms so nearly to those proportions, except
in two points, that it is hardly subject to eriti-
clsm. These points are, the batter, which is
more rapid than in any obelisk known to me,
and the pyramidion. Perhaps the designer
adopted the proportions from considerations of
stability, as a summit considerably less thun
the base would give greater security, and when
the dimensions are all so great differences of
proportion are less appreciable,

As to the form and proportion of the pyra-
midion, the existing obelisks are more nnitorm
than in the measurement of the shaft, and I

means advisable to give to the pyramidion of
the Washington obelisk a height of not
than fifty fect. In any case, if the height of the
La_\ ramidion is not greater than the side of its

ase, the summit will have a truncated shape

less

1 : : of Gdd Fellows' in the District to attend the
Imore or less from the proportions most satistac- | cereanony on the 4th of July following, and

requesting the Grand Masters to invite such

white marble. Col. Caser =

the two doorways jeading Into The
ment shouid be ciosed by butlding
up with thin marble walls, the stone 1o matoh
with the boud and material of the facing. Ene
trances 1o the floor of 1he shaft shoud nﬂm Ther
made through short passages beneath the ter
race, and a flight of steps running up under the
closures of the doorways. This closing of the
doors will present the structure to the eye and
mind as an obelisk pure and simple, and wiil

undoubtediy add to the dignity and impres-
siveness of the structure. )

THE

e
MASONS AYD
STONE.

THE CORNER-

Grand Leodge-Masons and Masonfie
Bodies that Took Part in the Ceremeo-
nies in Isds,

According to the records of the Most Worship-
Ml Grand Lodge of Masons of the Distriot of Uo-
lnmbia, at a meeting of that body May 24,
1848, at the hall corner of 10th and E streets, &
letter was received from Archibald Henderson,
of the Monument societ v, enclosing resulutions
adopted Ly the e mmittee appointed to arrange
for the laying of the corner-stone, inviting the
Grand Lodge of Masons and the Grand Lodge

other grand and subordinate lodges as they |

| deemed advisable,

| the invii
| € \r'_\ i

| Tespondets
| 1t

quite onut of harmony with the secaring churae- |

ter of the structure.
Iinfer from Gen. Casey's drawings, aceompa-

[ and Wm. Crutzieldt as

nying Mr. Corcoran’s letter, that the planof a |
sort of temple-like exeresence from the base—a :
highly objectionabie feature—is abuandoned. 1t |

is curious that we do not know precisely what
the Egyptian form of the base was, SNome au-
thorities state it was a die of larger dimensions
than the shaft, and with sides battering at the
same rate as the shairt, but I do not find satis-
factory evidence that this was by any means
universal, though it wonld certaiuly be an ap-
propriate and harmonious form.
desirable base can be constructed around the
shaft. There are obelisks the surface of which
indicates that they were stuccoed, and this sue-
rosts that if the shaft of the Washingion obe-
isk_shall, from time or difference of material,
be found particolored, surface uniformity of
tone may be obtained by the same process,

Resolutions were at once adopted, acceptin ‘
Haltonol the Monument association, nns
requesting the M. W, Grand Master to invite
: rand Lodge of Masons in the United
Slates with whieh this Grand Lodge was in cor-
¢ 1o attend and assist in the ceremo- 4
fequesting the subordinate lodges in the ' 9
I',-‘I‘u'1.‘1h!' Encamptment of Knlghis Templars
and ?.i- tioval Arely Chapters to g pear in mall
regidia, and empowering the M. W, Grand
Mister to consult. with the Monument associa-
tion relative to the lnying of the cormerstone,
atnd make such ATULECIents as may seem
pProper ior theoccasion. The Masons at once set
JUOUL Lhe necessary  preparations for the event,
I'he Grand Master appointed Brothers John B, ¥ |
Blike, David MeComb, S, York Atlee, A, E. Elia- )
S0, O, J. Preston, H, C. Witlians, A. B. Upshar
\ ! 4 committee, which
ratscd the funds to defray expenses,
THE ALEXANDRIA W ASIIINGTON LODGE,
Ata subsequent meet.ng of the Grand Lodge

| & correspondence was read between the com.

[ Washington wasthe B. W. master,) the agent

o1 course any |
[ Grand Lodze: the object of the former bet ag 10

| Bp P roprialte,

We have no knowledge of any Ezyptian obe- |

lisk much exceeding one hundred feet in Lieighit,
though some ancient writers speak of -=uch
monumentsof eonsiderably greater dimensions,
The extreme difliculty of obtaining monoliths
exceeding one hundred feet renders it prolable
that the measurements of the authorities refer-
red to were mere vague estimates rather than
ascertained dimensions.” = = ®

MR. WINTHROF'S VIEWS ON THE SURBRJECT.

The following interesting letter troan Robert
C. Winthrop to Senator Morrill, dated August 1,
1878, was also sent 1o Congress: “Your tavor of
the 20th ultino reached me vesterday. [ thank
You for sending me the copy of Mr. Story’s letter,
which I have read with great interest. [ am
only a second vice president of the Monument
association, and am not included in the com-
mission for completing the work. 1 had no part
or lotin the original design of the monument,
John Quiney Adums had been relied upon to
deliver the oration at the layving of the corner
stone., On his death, in 1815, 1 was called on,
as Speaker of the House, 1o take his place, and
I have occasionally, sinee then, Leen instru-
mental in raising funds for the prosecution of
the strueture. Asan original gquestion, I migzht
have desired a different design: aud I bhad no
sinall part in indueing the building committee,
many yvears ago, to omit the pantheou at the
basze, and to confine the design to a <imple
obelisk. After that was arranged, and when the
monument had reached so cousiderable a
height, I was very averse to changing the plan,
A whole generation of men, women and chil-
dren had contributed, in larger or smaller
sums, to this particular monument; and states,
cities and foreign nations had sent stoues for
its completion.

To tear it all down, with a view to improve
the design, was abhorrent to me,
to s¢e me when he was in Boston, and I told
him that, so far as I was concerned, my first
wish was to finish the monument asa shmple
obelisk; but that, if a change was unavoidable,
owing to any insecurity of the foundations, his
idea of turning it into an ornamental Lombard
tower was the best plan I had seen suggested,
His ietter lmcreases my appreciation of his de-
sign, though I am afrraid that it would in-
volve an amount of money and time which
would postpone the completion for another
generation. Asitis, I understand the
question to be settied, and that the commis-
sloners are now going on to strengthen the
foundations and carry up the obelisk to 4x5
feet. I heartily hope that this s =0, and that on
the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the
birthday of Washington, in 1582, less than four
years hence, we may see and celebrate the ac-
complishment of this long-deferred worle, If 1
live to that day, I will come on and hear you
deliver the oration.

I am aware that what is ecalled ‘advanced
art’ looks with scorn on anything so simple

niittee ot arcrangements of Alexandria Washing-
inzton Lodge No. 22, (of which Brother George

of the National Washington monument as-
socintion, amd the M. W, Grand Master of this

obtain an invitation 1o ass<ist 1n the cercmmonics
ol the 4th July next; the M. W, Grand Master
P rompily gave the same, deciiing that such no-
Liee o the lodge over which the “{llustrous
Brother Washington™ presided was particalarly

I'he worthy masters ofeach of the subordinate
lodees were appointed a commitiee to arrange
1o rvecive the ditterent state erand hadges, Un L]
May 16th, 1845, Grand Master B. B. French
received trom Elisha Whittles v,ol the Monu-
menl association, a letter raismitting a copy
ol the proceedings of the board of LIALAZCTS, AS-
sizning o the Grand Lodge of the Distriet the
layvinz of the corner<tone of the nmonument,
The letter said; “Iu the ceremony of laying
the corner-<toie of a #stupendous monument 10
EXpress a nalion < gratitude and to crivirate
thie virtues and the ser “ces of the ETCNtest Hias-
ter of his, or any other 2z, * taking him ail in
ull,” you will work with the same tools with
which he labored, ina soci Iy ol which he was
the head and ornament. This distinetion has
never been enjoved by prince or potentate,”

THE FREDERICKSBURG LODGE.

A communication was read at the meeting of |

the Grand Lodge, June 28, 1548, from Fred

| ericksburg Lodge, No. 4, saying: “The members

whole |

of Fredericksburg Lodge, No, 4, F, A, A, M.,
hive it in contemplation to visit Washington
and be present at (he iaying of the cornerstone =
of the Washiugton National monument, on the y
4th proximo. This lodge has the honor of
luiving  initiated, passed and raised George
Washington, as our records, still in existence,
abundantly show, &e.”’ 1

A special commitice was appointed to waiton
this lodze when it arrived,

AL this meeting also a resolution of Bro. 8. ¢
Yorke AtLee was adopted, that “the Alexandria
Wishington Lodge be reguested to loan to this
Grand Laoudze, for the use of its M. W. Grand
Master on the 4th July next, the sash and apron
once belonging to Loother George Washington,
uow in the custody of said lodge, together with

; | 1he chair which was occupied by him us its R,
Story called | .

W. Master, the same belng designed for the
orator of the du{ on the sald 4th July,”

Bros. AtLee, MeComb and J. B. Thomas were
appuinted a committee to walt on Alexandria
Wiashington Lodge and recelve the articles, and
Ller use o sately return them.,

A resolution was also adopted that Potomae
Lodze, of Georgetown, be requested to loan to the
Grand Lodge the gavel used by Brother Wash-
ington on the oceasion of his laying the corner-
stone o! the Capitol, for the use of the M. W.
Grand Master in laying the corner-stone of the
monument,

Brothers Wimesatt, Powel], MeComb, Eliason,
Frye, Hooe, Crutzicldt and Hancock were
pointed a committee to eollect funds for a colla-
tion tor the accommodation of the Grand Lavige
and its visiting brethren on the oceasion ; also
o cover the cost for music on that occaslon,

THE CEREMONIES ON JULY 47TH.,

Tuesday, July 4th, the Grand Lodge met at

[ 8o'clock in the morning at Masonie hall, cor-

and bald as an obelisk, more especially when it |

is made up of a thousand pieces, instead of
being a monolith shaft., Yet the Bunker Hill
monument, of which the design was furnished
by one of our earliest and best artists, Homatio
Greenough, 1s one of these composite obelisks,
and Webster was proud to apostrophize it as
‘the true orator of the day,” when he was pro-
nouncing his own incomparable oration,

I recall other obelisks, at home and abroad
which tell their story most impressively; and
when I look around tosee what ‘advanced art’
has done for us and done for itself in the
myriad soldiers’ monuments which have bheen
recently erected, I fall back on the simple shaft
as at least not inferior to any one of them in
effect, and as free from anything tinsel or
tawdry.,

A grand arch, which I believe you onee pro-

sed, would be a noble monument of our
{Pnion, and might well be the subject of inde-
pendent consideration in season for the centen-
nia' of the organization of the government in
1859, I have repeatedly urzed sueh an arch as
commemorative of our Constitutional Union, in
Boston. But it would have still greater pro-

riety in Washington. I cannot help hoping,

owever, that it will be erected with new stones
and without any disturbance of the Washing-
ton obelisk.”

THE MONUMENT AS COMPLETED

under Col. Casey’s supervision is true to the
proportions laid down by Mr, Marsh as requi-
gite to @ perfect obelisk. The structure is 555
feet 5% inches in helgilh , the shaft being 55 feet
i!i, inches square atthe base, 555 feet 5iginches

igh and 34 feet 53 inches uare at the top.
The pyramidion or apex is 55 feet hich. The
batter of the sides is .247 of an inch to one foot
in rise, No design has yet been adopted for the

"base of the monument. Upon this subject Col.

Casey says in his last report: .
“T{ro methods of treating the terrace at the
foot of the shaft have been s ted. One

ugges
method proposes to erect a retaining wall of the
most rare and beautiful marbles around the
terrace, which wall is to be surmounted with a
marble balustrade and ornamented with
bronzes and mosaics. At the center of each
face is tobe a set ofbroad, ble stairs, extend-
ing the site 10 the
ved in marble tiles

to give to the mound an
"m artificial possible.

"R
this to be ‘done with so_

ner E and 10th streets, that being the day set
apart for the laying of the corner<tone of the
National Washington monument. There were

wesent B, B, French, M. W, Grand Master:

as, Nokes, R, W.D.G. Master; Oliver Whittle-
sey, RAW.D. G, Senior Warden; David MeComb,

R, W, G. Junior Warden: Charles 8, Frailey,

R. W.G. Secretary: Robt, Clarke, R.W .G, Treas-

urer; A. Huncock, W. G, Senlor Deacon; W,

Patton, W.G. Junior Deacon: James B.Thomas, |
W. G. Murshal; Y. P. Page, W, G. Sword-bearer;

Urias Hurst, W. G. Pursuivant: and L. A

Adams, W, . Tyler; also P, G. Masters C. T.

Coote, Robert Kevworth and Wm., B. M -

der: the oflicers and members of Alex-

andria Washington Lodge, No., 22, of Virginia ;

the officers and members of Fredericks

Lodge, No, 4, of Virginia; representatives of the )
Grand Lodges of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, l
Pennsyivaula, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, v
South Carolina, Georgia and Texas: Brother

Joseph K. Stapleton, M. E. H. P, of the Grand

Royal Arch Chapter of Maryiand, and Brother

Jostas Sturgis, of Boston, the latter of whom ‘
l»(_-:m-d in the regalia formerly belonging
jrother Gen. Warren, of the revolution,

There was also present a very large assem-
blage of the brethren of the different subordi-
lm‘tv Imlls.:t-\-‘- in this eity. Froferickaie

The K. W. master of Frederic Lodge
No. 4, exhibited the unclent record:'of said
lodge, showing the initiation by that lodge of
George Washinston on the 4ih of November,
1752; of his passing, on the 3d of March, 1758,
and of his being raised in said lodge, on the
4th of August, 1753,

The M. W. G. master having made the neces-
sary upl{m:,mvnm ol bearers of the great and

> -

lesser lights, of the corn, wine, oll, &c., &e., di-
rected the W, G. marshal, James B, ’i‘honu.
to torm the procession.,
Brothers Johnson and Raub appeared in the
an-l.-sniun as grand stewards, with white rods:
rother N. Mullikin, with eornucopia; Brothers
Lamb and Wimsatt, the former bearln‘“tho
vase with wine, the other that with ofl; RW.G,
T. Robert Clarke and R. W. G. Secretary C. S,
Frailey: Brother MeGhee, bearing a lesser light;
the great light, borne by Brother Patton, sup-
worted by two stewards; Brothers Dulin and
1all, bearing two lesser lights; Brother J. Nokes
as RW.G.S.W_, and Brother MeComb, R.W.G.
junior warden; R.W.P.D.G.M. H. B. Roberson
as RW.D.G. master; Brother 8. Yorke AtlLee, R
W. master of Federal Lodge, No. 1, carry the
book of constitutions on & velvet :
Brothers Upshur and Palmer, as W. G. 8. and J.
deacons, with black rods. M. W. Grand Master
B. B. French was supported on the l'?hll.n
left by the M. W, P, G. Masters HA&N er an
Keyworth; Brother Y, P, Page, W, G. 8, bﬂrﬁ:
and Brother U, Hurst, W, G. pursuivant; M.
H. P. Joseph K. Stapleton rode in surrhs
with M. W. P. G. M. Coote and R. W. P, D. G.
Master Robert B. Boyd. The procession
on E street, the right resting on 10th and
then moved downl 10th wpmgﬁulrl&jd?ﬁ the
rest of the procession, com o emilitary,
the fire companies, the order of Odd Fellows,
temperance and other assoclations tlku::odpnd- ’
tion on the extreme left, when it follo the
whole body which moved down Louisians ave- 4
nue to 3d street, down 8d to Pennsylvania ave-
nue, up the latter avenue to 14th street, down
14ih street to the site =elected for the monu-
ment, where the ceremonies took place,
After the ceremonies the Masonic brethren
repaired in a body to Apollo hall, where a colla~
tion had been pre ¥ the committes. .

THE WASHINGTON MASONIC RELICS.
Regalia Worn by the First Presidemt—

was made expressly for Gen. Washingion when
he laid the cornerstone of the U. 8. Capitel Sep-
tember 18th, 1793. After laylng the stome !
Washington presented the gavel to Valentine ‘'
Rentzel, W. M., for Columbia Lodge, No.#®,

it
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